GWRRA—ILLINOIS DISTRICT
November, 2017

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION

From Your District Directors

Steve & Diane Gottschalk
The Illinois District Winter Warm-up Rally is being planned for January 2018. District rallies and
events are held for two primary purposes: 1) to provide a fun, social environment for the participants;
2) to provide funding for the District to support programs and activities throughout the year. We have
already heard negative comments from Chapters and we are listening. Yesterday we met at the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel and they are working with us on a new menu at a reduced rate, which
will take the cost of your registration down as a whole. The new registration form has been posted;
new menu will be posted after OPS meeting.
Do you ever wonder how we come up with prices for registration? Here are just a few items we have
to consider. To get the ballroom and seminar rooms at no cost to the District, we have to provide the
hotel under contract with a set number of hotel rooms booked and meals to be purchased. The meals
are usually $20 + per person then you add in tax & gratuity which adds on another $7+ to the meal
cost. The rooms 2 years ago were $85 per night and are now $90 per night, we have to guarantee a
minimum total for the full weekend of 136 rooms (this includes Thu-Fri-Sat). If quotas are not met
the District incurs a $500 and up fee depending on the totals of the contract difference on hotel occupancy and meals ordered. Most all the larger Hotels that can hold a group our size through IL work
this way. Please consider contacting us as your District Directors so that we can address any thoughts
or suggestions you may have, our door is always open!
As GWRRA 2018 comes into effect the District will provide 4 opportunities, throughout the year, for
Chapters to come together in a fun social environment to receive Rider Education classroom and
range training, Motorist Awareness, Medical First-Aid, and University training in a single location.
This will be done while our Membership Enhancement Coordinator is providing fun and games and
our Ride Coordinator has planned local rides.
We’ll have these opportunities at Winter Warm-up, Summer Rally, and during Rider Education
courses throughout the state.
Chapter Directors need to take an active role in bringing their Chapter members to District rallies to
meet other members, receive training, and have FUN!
Ride Safe and Have Fun!
Steve & Diane Gottschalk, IL District Directors

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge
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Asst. District Directors: Central
Virgil & Connie Booker
November is here! There is a chill in the air. Speaking of chill, we want to thank Chapter U
for their Annual Chili Dump, the food, friends were fantastic. Chapter Z took home all the
Cash prizes, and Chapter E took home the Traveling Trophy. Thank you Miss " Bailey " for
accepting the trophy and for your great smile in the photo. Thank you Bill and Callie for traveling to Peoria to return the trophy to Chapter Z. Now the traveling trophy can rest for the
winter, but hey, no one else is allowed to slack off. There is still plenty of things to do, we
must get ready for the Holiday's.
Connie and I are still traveling to and from our Chapters T, I, U & E. We are also helping
with plans for Winter Warm Up 2018, hopefully everyone will be in attendance. Winter Warm
Up 2018 will be held in Springfield, Abraham Lincoln Hotel January 19th & 20th.. Theme is
Traveling Through The Decade's, get your chapter's together and plan out your costumes and
skits. Connie is working as Vendor Coordinator. If anyone has suggestions, ideas, ect.
Hopefully we will have learned more about changes within our GWRRA at the OPS meeting November 4th. Please stay engaged, focused and positive as we move forward.
Happy Thanksgiving
Virgil & Connie

Asst. District Director—West
Jack & Hazel Burton

From all of us to you!
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Asst. District Directors: East
Pam & Tom Waller
Greetings and salutations form Eastern IL,
Every month I get this email that causes a panic attack. It says, “I need your newsletter article”. I now have to sit down and think of something interesting or entertaining to write
about. For me personally, this is the most unpleasant task to do as part of the District Team.
I feel like I’m back in junior high and I have to write a story for English class. When it
comes time to read it in front of the class, you always have that one kid who sits in the
back, that snickers and says, that was stupid. Am I the only person that this has happened
too? Sometimes I will have this great idea in my head, but to try and put it on paper just
never sounds right.
So if you by chance like to write articles, there could be a place for you on the District
Team. It won’t hurt to at least ask questions or get more information.
Would it???
Until Next Time,
Pam Waller
Assistant District Director - East

District Ride Coordinator
Bob Adams
Going forward into 2018 we, each chapter should a have Ride Coordinator. This position is an officer position and does require the paperwork to be filled out along with a MOU. This paperwork should
be forwarded on to me for my signature and to send into National.
The District will be coordinating from each Illinois Chapter a master
calendar of rides and events to placed on the District website. The
goal is to be able to participate with other chapters through out the
year and to help the smaller chapters.
Each chapter is responsible for sending me the
yearly/monthly calendar or ride schedule along with a
contact in case of any questions or changes that may occur.
Please forward to:
Bob Adams
My1986goldwing@yahoo.com

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge
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I nside Story Headline

District Educator
Steve & Jeanine Brungard

From the Desk of Anita M. Alkire
President of GWRRA
Email: aalkire@gwrra.org
It is with great pleasure that President Anita Alkire introduces the new
TEAM GWRRA Directors of Rider Education, Tim and Anna Grimes.

One of the
most popular
benefits provided to the
Members.
The annual
Gold Book
directory is
there whenever you
need help
while

Tim and Anna have been married for 25 plus years and have
been GWRRA Members since 2003. During that time, they
have held many positions in GWRRA that center around Rider
Education and training. Most recently they have been Assistant
Directors of Rider Education since 2013. Tim is CPR/FA Instructor/ Trainer for MEDIC First Aid, former Motorcycle
Safety Foundation Certified Rider Coach, GWRRA Rider
Course Master Instructor Trainer and University Instructor
Trainer. Outside of GWRRA Tim and Anna have a combined 30
plus years of Emergency Medical Technician(Anna) and Paramedic(Tim). Tim is a Grand Master Tour Rider # 6415 and
Anna is a Senior Master Tour Co-Rider # 7002. I'm looking forward to working with them as we advance our new vision for
GWRRA!
Please welcome Tim and Anna to TEAM GWRRA in their new
role as Directors of Rider Education, director-re@gwrra.org.
Thank you, Bob and Althea Berry!

traveling.
With this announcement, I want to personally thank Bob and
Althea Berry for their dedication, time and work they tirelessly
give to GWRRA. In their tenure as Directors of Rider Education they have continued to improve our classes and create new
programs to help keep us, and other motorist safe. Together
with Dan Sanderovich we have been able to take Rider Education overseas. I'm very pleased that Bob and Althea will continue on TEAM GWRRA working as an Assistant to Dan to
bring all the fun, programs and growth Overseas!
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I nside Story Headline

District Motorist Awareness
Larrie Wiggand
Motorist Awareness
As we turn the calendar once again, it seems that the seasons are changing.
We have turned our clocks back and now the days are getting much shorter,
as well as the scenery changing with the color of the fall foliage. Perhaps
many of you have gone on some fall color rides already or are planning some.
As we wind down our riding season, we have the unpleasant task of considering
that the time will soon be upon us to put our bikes to rest for the year and look
forward to next year.
So, it is time to start preparing your packets to send into me for your entries.
Remember, the deadline to send the packets in is December 15. This gives us
enough time to verify all your information and to get everything ready in time for Winter
Warm Up. What I need included in your packets; the sheets that have your cards drawn at
your Chapter social, you can find these on the District website under the MAP Fun Run. Print
them off and fill them out and include them, also I will need the list of the individual MAP locations that you have visited, with the locations checked off and finally, your pictures. If you
have not uploaded them to the website, then I will need the actual photo. If you have, please
indicate that you have. Also, if you have taken a chapter ride to a site and have a group picture, I will need someone to identify everyone from the chapter that are in the picture. Also,
identify which chapter you are from. As in the past, we will award prizes for the top three
point getters, as well as for chapters who have the most participants, as well as the ones who
have visited the most, if not all the sites. I hope everyone had a lot of fun once again this
year and we will have a very fun idea for next year. Enjoy the last of the riding season and
be safe out there!

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge
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District Leadership Trainer
Jean & Walter Potwora
The weather is changing, and the allergies are kicking in, it must be fall.
Riding season is slowing down or may have come to a stop. It is time to
start thinking about exercising your brains. Now is the time to schedule
training for your chapters. With new officers coming on staff, they might
want to further their understanding of this FUN organization. Whatever
your training needs are, let me know. I can contact University Trainers or
Seminar Presenters in your area and set up a class, so your training
class can be put on the District Facebook Page so others in your area
can attend. Please contact me, gwsnowbaby@gmail.com I will be glad
to assist you and your chapter with your training needs.
We will have classes at Winter Warmup. We will have three classes
available on Friday morning prior to registration, so come Friday morning and enjoy these interactive classes. We will also have classes on
Friday afternoon and Saturday morning, please feel free to come join in
the fun.

Lead
Like
you
Ride
Presented Oct. 29th, 2017

Front Row: Debbie King, Connie Booker, National Director of Training—Clara Bolt, Virgina Allison, Gail Onken,
Carol Evens.
Middle Row: Martha Ribbing, Mary Adams, Jan Wills, Neal Graham, Bill Onken, Dan Evans
Back Row: Dan Ribbing, Steve Brungard, Virgil Booker, Bob Adams, Bob Wills, Walter Potwora, Jean Potwora,
Brian King
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District Photographers
Jean & Walter Potwora

Winter Warm Up Bike Show
With the fall colors coming, have you taken your 5X7 Horizontal picture
for the WWU Bike Show Contest.
Remember no people.
Categories are, 1500, 1500 Trike, 1800, 1800 Trike & Other.
Trophies to be awarded

Illinois District Individual of the Year
Larrie Wiggand
Karla and I do have one last long ride left this year. We were at Wing Ding in
Texas this year and had a great time. On the way back home, we encountered a
major issue with our bike. We had ridden as a group along with several members from Chapter Q on the way down and we also rode with some of them on
the way back. Willie Kohlenberger led the ride both ways and as we were heading back, I indicated to him that my bike was having issues and not acting properly. He said to
continue to monitor it and to let him know if we had any more issues. As we continued our trip,
the bike suddenly kicked out of fifth gear and would no longer stay in fifth. I radioed to Willie
that we needed to stop because the bike was having serious issues. As we pulled into a safe
parking lot off the main road, we stopped and explained to him what the bike had done. He indicated to us that we would be able to safely ride home in fourth gear safely, but we would
need to run no more than about 3000-3500 rpms, which was about 60 mph. This would be doable because we were traveling on two lane roads anyway. It was not going to be safe traveling
on interstate highways. This was a relief to us because we were almost 700 miles from home and
pulling our new camper. Though we were concerned, we felt safe traveling together and at a
slower speed. Willie also told us about a gentleman he met at Wing Ding a few years before
who talked about some of the issues and flaws that Honda had in their design for their transmissions. It seems that they were about the only motorcycle company that were employing the high
dog and low dog gears for their transmissions. They have since corrected that flaw after the
2014 models and newer. Also, since our bike had been triked almost right out of the gate, this
put an exceptional amount of wear on the gears. Our bike is 10 years old, but only had 25,000
miles on it when I bought it, and since put an additional 15,000 miles on. So, we talk to Greg and
trailered our bike to him in Florida and had it totally repaired. Greg is very knowledgeable
about this issue and does a complete job of totally redoing the bike. I would highly recommend
him to work on any GL1800, as those are the only models he deals with. It is that time of the year
again when we have come to the end of the annual MAP Fun Run. Hard to believe how quickly
summer passes us by. Karla and I made quite a few trips this year, going to Iowa, Minnesota,
Pontiac as well as Texas for Wing Ding. We have our one last trip back from Florida to bring our
bike back home and then we will be done.

Page 8

GWRRA—ILLINOIS DISTRICT

Membership Enhancement Coordinator
Mary Adams
Lots and lots of changes for next year are under way. We will embrace
these changes with enthusiasm and hopefully they will help us to improve the quality of our chapter life.
A big change for next year come with the wording of our Chapter Life.
We no longer have Chapter members, we have participates. We no
longer have Chapter meetings, we have Chapter Socials.

Chapter Z

How are we going to make these changes, very slowly. It will take a different mindset to make these ideas a reality. It will take openmindedness, some realization about what works and doesn’t work for
each Chapter. We have to look at the whole picture with open eyes. We
tend to be our own worst enemies and continuing to be negative will
not help us grow. We complained about the boring Chapter life, meetings, no rides. So now we reap what we sow.

3rd Quarter

One of the most important tool we have is the ARL. Area Report List.

Newsletter
Award

We need to look this over very carefully each time we get it and check
the names on the list. We need to use this list to contact members that
we haven’t seen in awhile and to contact new/prospective members.
We need to add any new or prospective members to our newsletter
email list so that they will receive all the updates and information.
News from the OPS Meeting:
Dash for Cash will be discontinued next year.
Chapter of the Year will be discontinued next year.
Chapter of the Year Paperwork for 2017 is due Sunday January 7th.

Chapter Shirt
Chapter Mascot

Chapter Pride Table

Chapter Scrapbook
Chapter Banner
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District Ride Coordinator
Bob Adams

We are asking each Chapter to send a list of interesting places, Restaurants, Ice Cream
Shops, Parks, Oddities, and great roads in your area.
Been There, Done That! Good for you, but the rest of us have not!
Let us know about the unique things around you.
We will compile a list of everything you send to us and post it on the Illinois District Website
for anyone to see.
Hopefully this will help give us some new ideas of places to see and things to do and new
roads to ride!

St. Omar Cemetery
The Great Pumpkin Patch

Cocoa Blues Chocolate

Richards Farm

Witch Grave

Arthur, Illinois

Rochester, Illinois

Casey, Illinois

St. Omar, Illinois

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge
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Chapter
Couple
Of the Year

Individual
Chapter

Barb & Marvin Prather

C

Jim & Nancy Sporlander

D2

of the Year
Paul Turk

E

Carolyn Laurie

Warren & Kathy Randall

G2

Carol Slighting

Tony & Donna Gaitros

I

Mark & Diane Shields

L

Jim & Gail Caminiti

O

Ron Hahn

Ken & Sara Dilman

Q

Carolyn Thompson

Randy & Melody House

Z

Al & Jean Trautman Nurzyk

Z2

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge
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ILLINOIS CHAPTER MONTHLY SOCIALS
Chapter B2- Algonquin, 2nd Monday, Colonial Café & Ice Cream Parlor, 6:30 eat- 7:30 social
Chapter C- Gilman, 2nd Friday, Pizza Place 7 p.m. social
Chapter C2- Freeport, 3rd Thursday, Rt 20 Bar & Grill, 6pm eat-7pm social
Chapter D-2 –Effingham, 1st Sun; Martin's IGA Iron Horse Cafeteria, 6pm eat-7pm social
Chapter DK- N Aurora, 2nd Tuesday, Oak St Restaurant, 6pm eat-7pm social
Chapter E – Gillespie, 2nd Thursday; Miners Family Restaurant, Eat at 6 pm
Chapter G- Sterling, 2nd Wednesday, Pizza Ranch, 6pm eat-7pm social
Chapter G2- Lake Bluff, 4th Sunday, Lake House 9a.m. eat, 9:30 social
Chapter H2- Galesburg, 1st Tuesday, Sirloin Stockade, 6:30pm eat-7:30pm social
Chapter I – Decatur, 2nd Saturday, Whit's End, 9am
Chapter L- Rockford, 4th Tuesday, Stockholm Restaurant 7pm
Chapter N- Quincy, 3rd Monday, The Coach House, 7pm
Chapter O- Troy, 2nd Saturday, Alfonzo’s, 6pm eat-7 pm social
Chapter P1- Paris, 4th Thursday, Main Street Café, 7pm
Chapter Q- Carbondale, 1st Wednesday, Bandana’s, 6pm eat-7pm social
Chapter R- Peru, 3rd Wednesday, 4 Star Family Restaurant, 7pm
Chapter S - Olney 2nd Saturday, The Holiday, 6pm eat-7pm social
Chapter T- Springfield, 2nd Sunday, Parkway Café, 6pm
Chapter U – Vandalia, 3rd Monday, Ponderosa, 6pm eat-7pm social
Chapter Z- Metamora, 4th Sunday, The Flame, 5pm eat-6pm social
Chapter Z2- Oakbrook Terrace, 2nd Sunday, Denny’s 8am eat-9am social

CHAPTER ANNIVERSARIES

Chapter L

Chapter B2

Chapter N

Chapter Z2

Chapter I

Chapter PI
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Steve & Diane Gottschalk
District Directors

Meet the 2017

P.O. Box 83 Cambria, IL 62915

Illinois District Team

618-889-4036
ildistdirector@gmail.com
Asst. District Director—North

Asst. District Director—East

Asst. District Director—West

Gene & Annette Shields

Pam Waller

Jack & Hazel Burton

815-761-5271

217-822-6984

217-224-1740

Email: grsbiker2001@comcast.net

Email: twaller68@yahoo.com

Email: jburton3315@comcast.net

Asst. District Director—Central

Asst. District Director—Chicago-land

Rider Education

Virgil & Connie Booker

Dave & Sandy Ginger

Steve & Jeannie Brungard

217-801-8814

815-751-6420 815-393-4629

618-283-0496

Email: sgtvb82abn@yahoo.com

Email: sandy_ginger2000@yahoo.com

Email: sbrungard2@yahoo.com

Asst. Rider Education

MFA

MAP

Kris Andre

Larrie Wiggand

Larrie & Karla Wiggand

630-373-3633

618-444-4121

618-444-4121

Email: andrek855@comcast.net

Email: mad@gwrra-ildisrict.com

Email: mad@gwrra-ildistrict.com

Membership Enhancement

Treasurer

Asst. Mec—Fun Coordinators

Mary Adams

Nancy Mallett

Sonny & Lisa Gales

815-535-8349

618-303-6778 I

Email: Ariel1400@frontier.com

Email: hondagirl711@yahoo.com

Email: Ildistreasurer@gmail.com

University Training Coordinator

Ride Coordinator

Webmaster

Jean Potwora

Bob Adams

Roy & Cheryl Miller

618-259-2358

815-535-6576

618-560-9453 / 618-560-9289

Email: gwsnowbaby@gmail.com

Email: my1986goldwing@yahoo.com

Email: cheryl.miller0527@gmail.com

Newsletter

Photographer

Patches/Shirts

Mary Adams

Jean & Walter Potwora

Martha Ribbing

815-535-8349

618-259-2358

Email: logos95@sbcglobal.net

Email: hondagirl711@yahoo.com

Email: gwsnowbaby@gmail.com

IL District Couple of the Year

IL District Individual of the Year

50/50—Raffles

Gene & Annette Shields

Larrie Wiggand

Ron & Lorie Heffelfinger

Il Chapter L

IL Chapter O

815-335-2151
Email: lorieron@aol.com

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge

