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Illinois District
Directors
Dan & Martha Ribbing
We began this month with the Region Rally in Davenport Iowa. It was our distinct pleasure to
introduce the Illinois District Couple of the Year, Mitchell and Susan Bence, for the Region E Couple of the Year selection process. We are honored to report Mitchell and Susan were chosen by
the panel of judges to represent Region E for the next year as Region E Couple of the Year! The
selection process is conducted by a panel consisting of the director of each district and their significant other. The directors from the home district of the participating couple are restricted from
reviewing that couples responses and resume. That puts the selection process as a “blind” selection and removes all possibilities of politics and favoritism. The couple is truly selected on their
merits and only their merits. We are proud to have the Illinois District Couple of the Year selected
to represent the Region.
Congratulations to Mitchell and Susan! The Bences will participate in another selection process at
WingDing next year where they may be selected to represent the entire organization as International Couple of the Year. They will serve on the district staff
until January when we choose another Couple of the Year and on the region
staff until the second week of August next year when the region will choose a
new Couple of the Year at the Region Rally in Nebraska.
We also had the pleasure of visiting with a few hundred of our closest friends this past weekend.
We couldn't make the entire weekend for the Southern Illinois Ride-In but we are fortunate
enough to be just a short drive away from DuQuoin. Some would argue that an hour's drive doesn't constitute a short jaunt. But then, they probably wouldn't be GoldWing riders, would they? We
all know it takes a good fifty miles to get everything completely warmed up and running properly,
don't we? That's why it takes two hours and 75 miles to run down to the corner grocer to get a loaf
of bread. At least, that's what I keep telling the wife! She's been sending me on errands less and
less lately. I think someone is convincing her I may be stretching the excuses to ride a little thin!
At any rate, we drove over to DuQuoin just in time to make the 50/50 drawing, or, at least, to contribute to it! To whomever won, your welcome, we were happy to donate! Everyone told us of how
much fun they had and how enjoyable the “short jaunt” to get apple dumplings from Flamm's Orchard was. Now, according to Google maps, it's a mere 29 and a half miles from the Duquoin
Fairgrounds to Flamm's. That puts a round trip at just about 60 miles. It seems Willie Kohlenberger must subscribe to the same theory we do. Someone told me they put on 127 miles to get to
Flamm's and back. And that was about 30 miles longer than the scenic ride! Way to go Willie! If
you've never ridden the Southern Illinois roads (I've heard them referred to as the foothills of the
Ozarks) you really to take some time out and give them a
try. There is some beautiful country in Southern Illinois and the hills and turns rival some of the
best in the Midwest.

We have scheduled November 10, 2012 as the District Operations Meeting. We will be meeting in
Decatur at the Decatur Conference Center and Hotel for a few hours. We'll open the doors at
about 9 to complete the paperwork that needs to be done. If you haven't heard yet, Mary Adams
will be assuming the duties of District Director effective January 1, 2013 which means EVERY
chapter will need to have a new signature card completed and filed at your local bank. Please
bring those cards with you if the bank will permit and Mary can get as many signed as possible
that day. We'll have a few short reports from our District officers summarizing what we've done
this past year and if Mary has her staff in order we may even get hear about a few plans for the
coming year! We plan on being out by 3, or 4 at the latest, so if you're interested in what we do,
how we do it, and why it needs to be done, come on over and spend the afternoon with us. We
will NOT be breaking for lunch so eat a hearty breakfast and we'll get you out in time for an early
dinner!
Work is progressing on Winter WarmUp. We have arrived at a menu selection for the dinner, have
determined what entertainment to offer, and are securing vendors. Please come out and spend
the weekend with us. After all the holiday hustle and bustle there's always that feeling of relief that
it's finished and time to relax, then, after a couple of weeks of that, we're looking for a way to get
together with the people we enjoy visiting with that have common interests with us. Ahah! GoldWings! Plan to get together with a few hundred of like-minded people that share that common interest and we'll all sit down and talk about where we were this year and where we want to go next
year! See you in Decatur!

Illinois District OPS Meeting
Saturday November 10th, Decatur
The Ops meeting will be held a week before deer season! I'll be in touch with each of you personally to offer any assistance you may need in preparing for a transition to a new Director and staff later in September or early October. If you have any
concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to drop me a line or give me a call. As you are all aware, Martha and I will be passing the baton to Mary Adams on January 1st so, I assume, there will be MAJOR changes in the District staff. One of our last responsibilities, even after we are no longer in office, is to edit all of the financial reports of the chapters for 2012. Please mention
to your Treasurers, we would like to have the financial reports, inventory lists, bank statements, and all other related paperwork
as soon as possible after the closing of your chapter financial year (typically December 31st for most chapters).
With the change of office in the District, EVERYONE, yes, EVERYONE will need to have a new signature card for the
bank signed. If you are changing chapter officers you will need to do this anyway but this year EVERYONE must bring in a new
signature card from your bank! Mary will be at the ops meeting armed with photocopies of her drivers license and if your bank
requires a photocopy of her social security number, get in touch with me as soon as possible and I will relay the information to
her so she has that available also. Many financial institutions will request just the number for the social security requirement and
not request proof. If that is the case for your bank, let us know in advance and supply a contact person. Then Mary can get in
touch with that individual in advance to have those number in place when you return from the Ops meeting.
Thanks for all the help and I'm sure with your assistance we can make this transition as painless and trouble-free as possible.
The Ops meeting is open to all members to attend and we encourage as many as are interested to do so. We would definitely like to see all current and incoming Directors, Assistant Directors, Treasurers, Membership Enhancement Coordinators,
and Rider Educators attend. Please inform your chapter participants of the meeting and invite them to attend if they desire.
When you get to the hotel we will be meeting in the North end of Holiday Hall. That is where we typically hold the
games and chapter competitions during Winter WarmUP. The Kirkland room that we normally use
for the meeting is already in use so we will be in the Holiday Hall. Remember, when you get in the
lobby, turn to the right and go past the restrooms into the Holiday Hall.
Thanks again and see you November 10th.
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Director of GWRRA
Jere D. Goodman
93 Stefaniga Farms Drive
Stafford, VA 22556-6609
Cell Phone: 540-623-0447
E-mail: Director@GWRRA.org
September 12, 2012
I am pleased to announce a special Wing Ding 35 Promotion in conjunction with our Home Office.
We will be giving away a four night stay and two registrations, (one from each Region-US and Canada)
along with one winner from overseas.
All full registrations received by May 1, 2013 will be eligible for a drawing to be held at Home Office and
winners will be notified as to their hotel location and full registrations will be refunded.
I encourage everyone to get their registrations in early as Wing Ding 35 in Greenville, SC will be an outstanding Wing Ding!
Mark your calendars and don’t be tardy; it’s a grand old time at the Wing Ding Party!
Sincerely,
Jere D. Goodman
Director of GWRRA

July 3-6th, 2013

Illinois District
Motorcycle Awareness Division

Dan & Linda Sue Davis

Motorist Awareness Division
2012 Poker Ride
As in the past, the MAD Poker Ride provides the opportunity and excuse to mount
up and ride. This year the theme is Veteran Memorials. The poker ride ends on
October 31, 2012. The poker hands will be drawn at the November Chapter Meeting and sent to me by December 15 , with all checks made payable to Illinois District Riders Ed from a chapter checking account. No cash please.
th

Five (5) Veteran Memorials visited will be a poker hand. Each hand will be $5.00.
There will be awards given to the top three hands. After the December 15 cutoff
date, each card in the deck will be given a number value drawn at random. The total
of these points will be given to the hand and with the three highest totals to be declared the winners. The winners will be announced at the 2013 Winter Warm-Up.
th

Pictures are required for the individual and chapter poker hand with you and/
or your group at the Memorial. (Your bike does not have to be in the picture.) Multiple pictures can be on one sheet.
There will be a special award presented to the Chapter that visits the most Veteran Memorials. To qualify for this award the Visit Sheet must be submitted, also
these visits must be in a chapter member’s poker hand.
Be safe and have fun riding,
Dan and Linda Sue Davis
Illinois District Educators/
MAD
armymsg97@yahoo.com

Illinois District Educators
Dan & Linda Sue Davis
Our Mission
To Save Lives Through Quality,
World Class Education.
Our Slogan
“Safety Is For Life”

Linda Sue and I just returned from the Southern Ride In held in Duqoin, IL. If you have never had the chance to attend the Ride
In you need to make time in your busy schedule. The chapters involved with this event put their hearts and time into making this
a great weekend for everyone attending.
Linda Sue and I left northern Illinois at about 1 pm on Thursday afternoon. We drove down through the central part of the state.
We stopped in Pana, IL for supper and arrived at the campgrounds at about 9 pm. We had some great friends help us set up camp
and then it was off to sleep to be ready for the next day.
Friday morning around 6:30 am I got the golf cart out of the trailer and drove around the campground and saw several members
from the host chapter busy as bees getting everything setup for the beginning of the day. It is just amazing to sit back and watch a
well organized chapter work. You never hear “Can I get some help over here” but rather “Who needs help?”
Friday afternoon Linda Sue and I along with some good friends rode to Flamm’s and had apple dumplings with ice cream. If you
haven’t been to Flamm’s for apple dumplings with ice cream than you need to add it to your bucket list. They are great and as
long as you keep thinking it they are low in calories too!!!!! Friday night chili and hot dogs were served free of charge followed
by an outstanding night of dirty bingo. Now that is a game you need to try, we had a great time.
On Saturday breakfast was served to all in attendance. After breakfast we took a self guided tour of the surrounding area. We
saw some beautiful country and rode on some great roads. After an afternoon of visiting with friends closing of the Ride In took
place. We had to depart from the Ride In Saturday evening and begin our trip back to northern Illinois, unfortunately having to
miss Wingo.
If I were asked what was the best part of the Ride In I would answer with the following answer. On Friday afternoon a riding
demonstration was presented by a motorcycle officer from the Illinois State police. He did an outstanding job and reinforced the
teaching of the GWRRA rider courses.
So, overall Linda Sue and I had a GREAT time and invite all of you reading this to attend next year.

Cindy & Don Janas
Illinois District
Leadership Trainers
Training our minds II – From your District Trainer
Well very soon our District will be changing hands and a new staff will take over for 2013. Some chapters
may have some changes taking place as well. With that in mind, we need to review our OCP seminar modules.
Remember that paperwork will be involved as well as financial statements. This would be a good time to
review what needs to be done. Also, getting ahead of the game now will make the paperwork flow smoothly
in November at the District Ops meeting.
If you don’t have a workbook to refer to, you can always download one from the LTP National site. Also,
please take advantage of all our LTP instructors throughout GWRRA, your District and Region Trainers
and also all those past Officers. Don’t just let things go if you are not sure of the procedures or answers to
questions you may have. The only dumb questions are those not asked.
For all those financial wizards out there (our great chapter, district and region treasurers) hopefully you
have been keeping up with the past year and all the financial things you need to report. I know the paperwork for that is on the website as well and is automated so you don’t even need a calculator.
So if you are a new director, educator or treasurer, you need to fill out the appropriate paperwork to take
over. The financial statement along with a complete inventory or equipment due at the end of the year
should cover both old and new directors. Don’t forget any new directors, etc that may be required to take
the OCP seminar should notify your District Trainer, so we can put together an OCP class for you.
We are working on plans for several goals regarding the LTP for our District next year. A few things we are
working on: New instructor course for those that truly would like to teach the LTP seminars, Introduction of
back to basics; bring back the Intermediate, Advanced and Horizon programs, along with New member orientation. Hopefully the new GW University will be in full swing as well as Target Training for specific GW
positions. I know Don was asked to write the script for one of the target training courses and he has been
working on this past week after returning from helping out the Red Cross during Hurricane Isaac for two
weeks.
We are moving forward and in the right direction for 2013. Please help us by making sure your questions
are answered. Helping us welcome the new District Team for 2013 when they are announced. Help us by
making time for the November Ops meeting too. We are aware of the economic hardships everyone is feeling, but we need to take care of our Organization, District and Chapters.
Again if you have questions please call on anyone of the Officers in our District as well as our instructors.
Don and I will be available and you can email us at anytime, we will get your answers no matter what area
it pertains to. We have a long list of contacts for answers.
Cindy & Don Janas
District Trainer - IL

Illinois District Treasurer
Jean & Walt Potwora

Where have Norman & Naomi Been?
Norman and Naomi were returned to their rightful owner at the Region E Rally in Davenport, Iowa. Their
gnome-nappers (Mitchell and Susan Bence, Region E Couple of the Year) confessed to the dirty deed. It
appeared the Mary Adams was going to get to take them home, however, something went wrong, and Norman and Naomi disappeared again. We won’t say the gnome-nappers didn’t have help, but thanks.
While at the Region E Rally, Norman and Naomi were introduced to their southern drinking cousins,
Dwaine and Delilah Dwarf, and luckily they were won by an Illinois couple, and got to have a long visit
with their cousins. Norman and Naomi were very tired after their adventures with Mitchell and Susan, so
their capturer allowed them to rest before starting their travels in the Southern Illinois and Missouri area.
In the 22 days they spent with their second “nappers”, they attended gatherings in Illinois, (Chapter F in
Mount Vernon, Chapter Q in Carbondale, Chapter I in Decatur, and Chapter O in Collinsville) and Missouri, (Chapter Z in Arnold, Chapter W2 in St. Charles, Chapter B2 in Sedalia, Chapter I in Jackson, and
Chapter O in O’Fallon). They visited with members from Illinois Chapter E and U at one of the gatherings.
They had ice cream in Breese, visited the Biker Memorial in Roxana, and rode in the New Baden DARE
Poker Run.
It appeared the Norman and Naomi, & Dwaine & Delilah were going to be returned to Mary at the Southern
Illinois Ride-In in DuQuion, however Mary was unable to attend, so Walter and Jean Potwora, “fessed up”
and asked Dan & Linda Davis is they would take responsibility to return everyone to Mary. So, as far as
Walter and Jean are concerned, Norman, Naomi, Dwaine, and Delilah will return home to Mary, safe and
sound, but anything could happen.

Illinois District
Membership Enhancement

Lynn Rasmussen
TEAM WORK
The riding season is winding down. There are still the color rides, some overnight rides and
some day rides that are still planned. All of the Region E rally/conventions are past and
preparations for next year are already in the works. So what do we do in the winter months
while our motorcycles are in hibernation?
In November Illinois will have its Operations Meeting. This is a good time for your Chapter
Team to car pool to the meeting and talk along the way about what the goals each team
member has for the next year to keep the members active and having fun. While you are at
the meeting ask those questions that you need answered in order to accomplish your goals.
Then on the way home talk to your Chapter Team again about your goals and maybe new
ideas that you came away with from the meeting. This meeting is open to anyone who wants
to attend. The more feedback we get from the members the better we can be aware of what
we are doing right or what needs to be corrected.
Make plans to have seminars for your Chapter at someone’s house with a pot luck for lunch.
There are a number of seminars in all the programs; Leadership Training, Rider Education
and Membership Enhancement. I am sure that you can find a seminar presenter to come to
your gathering. This is something that can be arranged at the Operations Meeting even if
you are planning on doing them in 2013. There will also be some seminars at Winter Warm
Up.
We look forward to seeing you down the road!!
We are listening! What’s your solution?
Dan & Lynn Rasmussen
Region E Membership Enhancement

2012 — 2013
Region E
Couple of the Year

COUPLE OF THE YEAR RECOGNITION
ILLINOIS COUPLE OF THE YEAR 2012
MITCHELL AND SUSAN BENCE

IL-B2 – Ken & Debbie Collyer

IL-C IL-C2 – Dennis & Jean Bose
IL-D IL-D2 -Dwaine & Anita Worthey
IL-DK –
IL-E – Bill & Callie Morgan
IL-F IL-G – Duane & Barb Imel
IL-G2 IL-H2 IL-I - Loren Melinda Hiser

IL-L - Harland & Shirley Thillen
IL-N - Ralph & Linda Gallaher
IL-O - Roy & Cheryl Miller
IL-PI IL-Q – James & Helen Rusher
IL-R IL-S - Clearance & Judy Smith
IL-T IL-U IL-W IL-Y - Arthur & Geri Kryzaniak
IL-Z – Norm & Kathy Huber
IL-Z2 – Don & Danni Schwieger

INDIVIDUAL OF THE YEAR RECOGNITION
ILLINOIS INDIVIDUAL OF THE YEAR 2011
GARY DABNEY
IL-DK= Marion Clifton
IL-L—Richard Rapp
IL-N – Jill Vincent
IL– O—Rick Ess
IL-Q – Clay Bradish
IL-S—Ruth Skelton
IL-Y – Debbie Pfeiffer
IL-Z – Charlie Greene
IL-Z2 – Melanie Doyle

Greetings from your COY/IOY Coordinators
Steve and Diane Gottschalk.

It’s that time of year again where Chapter Directors and MEC’s start preparing to choose
their Couple and Individual of the Year for 2013. There has been a bit of confusion about
how and when this is done. I hope the following rules will help.
Requirements to qualify for Chapter Couple of the Year:
• Couple must consist of one male and one female.
• Both male and female must hold Individual, Family, Associate Individual or Associate
Family membership in GWRRA
• Membership must be valid through the term of the Chapter Couple of the Year posi‐
tion (one year)
• The Couple must have completed at least one year membership in GWRRA prior to
being named Chapter Couple of the Year.
• In order to provide an opportunity for other deserving couples, the same couple
shall not be named as Chapter Couple of the Year for more than two consecutive
years.
Requirements to qualify for Individual of the Year:
• The Individual must be a member in good standing in GWRRA.
• The Individual‘s spouse or significant other can be a member of GWRRA but cannot
be an actively participating member of the chapter (example they are not a regular
participant in the chapter life) but they can occasionally attend a chapter event or
social .
• The individual cannot qualify for nomination in the Couple of the Year Program.

Things for Chapter Director & MEC to look for in selecting there Chapter Couple or Individual of the Year.
• Couple of Individual should be enthusiastic about GWRRA & the Chapter and ac‐
tively involved in Chapter functions. Think positively about the association and ea‐
ger to give assistance when and where it is needed.
• Chapter Director may appoint a Couple/Individual of the Year Coordinator or Com‐
mittee to oversee the selection of Chapter Couple of the Year. These could consist
of past or present Couple/Individual of the Year, MEC or other staff members. Chap‐
ters should never vote or take a survey when considering candidates for Couple or
Individual.
• Chapter Couple of the Year must serve a minimum of three months prior to the Dis‐
trict selection Process. This means they must be submitted to your District Couple
of the Year Coordinators by October 1. Individual of the Year must serve a minimum
of three months prior to the District selection Process. This means they must be
submitted to your District Couple of the Year Coordinators by May 1st. Pages 1‐2‐3
of your resume are due at this time. Pages 4‐5 are due one month prior to District
selection with all updates made to include the last 5 years.
• The announcement is made at a Chapter event and a “Big Deal” should be made of
it. Some Chapters make the announcement at their Christmas party, some at a Fun
Day or picnic, others at a regular monthly gathering.
Contact Steve or Diane Gottschalk with any questions you may have concerning Couple or
Individual of the Year Program.
Mailing Address: PO Box 83
Cambria, IL 62915
Phone#: 618-889-4036 or 618-889-5778
dianeg@mchsi.com

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

NOTE: SCHEDULES & EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Friday January 18, 2013

Registration - 9:00 am until 6:00 pm
Hospitality Room 2:00-5:00 pm
Rider Ed Seminar 3:00pm and 4:00pm
People Games 2:00-5:00 pm
Vendors - Noon until 6:00 pm
Movie Night 7 p.m.
Games, Cards, Dominos 7 p.m.

Saturday January 19, 2013

Registration open - 8:00 am to 2:00 pm
Vendors - 9:00 am until 5:30 pm

Hospitality Room 10:00 - 4:00 pm

People Games 10:00 am to Noon and 1:00-4:00 pm
Rider Education Seminars on the hour 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
LTD Seminars
MED Seminars
Scavenger Hunt 9:00—5:00 pm (pick up instructions at designated table.)
Couple Of the Year selection 9:00 am Kirkland Room
Jungle Buffet Banquet 5:30 pm
Chapter and individual talent show and skits 7:00 pm
Awards following Skits (all rally registrants are invited.)
Ceremony will start with Chapter Banner Parade*.
*Chapter Banner Parade: Maximum of two chapter members to
carry banner in parade. Participants will be staged in designated
area.

Competitions:

Themed Baking: cookies, brownies
Themed Unbaked: Travel foods
Chapter Display

(May Include Scrapbook, Newsletter, Shirt, Banner, Mascot)
(Display not to exceed 30"x 48")

Chapter Theme Display (Jungle Scene)
All competitions should be set up by 12 pm.
All Judging to be held at 3:00 pm

Region Directors
Bruce & Barb Beeman
bbbeeman@charter.net

Rider Educator
Jerry & Sue Allhands
jallhands@sbcglobal.net

Membership Enhancement
Dan & Lynn Rasmussen
dan_lynn_ras@hotmail.com

Assistant Directors
Bob & Nicki Fowkes
fowkesRF@grics.net

Assistant Rider Educators
Bob & Charlotte Lake
rlake4@cox.net

Leadership Trainers
Bill & Nancy James
williamjames3@cox.net

Assistant Directors
Lance & Diane Brozek
lancebrozek@hotmail.com

Patch Shop
Wally & Jan Wallace
swallace1943@gmail.com

Medic First Aid
Mike & Jan Buzick
smbuzick@comcast.net

Assistant Directors
Bob & Diane Phelps
modirect_2011@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster & Newsletter
Bruce & Sherry Watkins
modirector@live.com

Treasurer
Ann Hanna
annhanna123@gmail.com

Treasurer
Robin Petit & Fred Rennpferd
Rennpferd@gmail.com

Couple of the Year ‘12-’13
Mitchell & Susan Bence
Thebences@yahoo.com

Individual of the Year
Rob Boots

Public Relations
Walter & Jean Potwora
gwsnowbaby@gmail.com

Vendor Coordinators
Mike & Jane Haultine
froggy54@wi.rr.com

Chapter G
still has the
Chapter Z
traveling trophy
in their possession!!
GO GET IT!!!
They meet the 2nd Wednesday
of the month at the
Candlelight Inn
Rock Falls

