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Friends for FUN, Safety and Knowledge.

Illinois District
Directors
Dan & Martha Ribbing
We had a wonderful weekend this month when we gathered with about 150 of our closest friends
at the Illinois Summer Rally. It's always a pleasure to meet with old friends and to make new ones.
No matter how often we see each other, there is always something to talk about and memories to
relive as well as new memories to create.
We sent personal thank you's to all the attendees of the rally. If you didn't get yours, it wasn't
intentional. It was because I didn't have your e-mail. It seems like each time we're involved with a
rally we learn something new. This time we learned we need to redesign our day pass liability
waiver to include more information, like an e-mail address. If we did miss you on the list, we
apologize and we'd like to take a moment to express our thanks to you for coming and enjoying
your weekend with us. We asked everyone to respond to our mail with comments about the rally,
whether good or bad.
We are happy to report there were only one or two negative comments offered about the weekend
and both were directed to planning and logistics overall and not particularly related to the actual
rally. We are more than happy, elated actually, to relay a multitude of compliments related to the
planning and execution of the entire weekend. It is obvious, from the responses we got, that the
accident scene response drill was by far the most popular event of the weekend followed closely
behind by the “No-Zone” truck. For those of you not able to attend for whatever reason, you
missed a fantastic show! No, it wasn't a comedy act or even a 50's or 60's Do-Wap band. It was as
realistic a crash scene and response drill as one could ever get without actually coming across a
real accident. Dan Rasmussen worked with the local hospital in Sterling and the local Emergency
Response System personnel to set up a motorcycle accident involving two motorcycles and a
pickup truck. The whole scenario was narrated by a representative of the EMS group. He walked
us through from the proper way to handle things once you come across the accident until the ambulance drove off with one of the “victims” that had been extricated from under the front end of
the truck. Even the EMS personnel were appreciative of the opportunity to “practice” a motorcycle
related rescue utilizing wrecked bikes that were strategically placed to approximate as realistic a
crash scene as possible. Our heartfelt thanks go out to Dan Rasmussen and Dan Davis for the
countless hours of planning and negotiating that were required to coordinate this event. We would
be remiss in our duties if we forgot to extend a thank you to Mr. Workman of Workman's Harley
Davidson. The HD dealership adjoins the property of the motel and Mr. Workman was generous
enough to let us use his empty lot for the crash scene re-enactment.
Mary Adams, current director of Chapter G, deserves a round of applause for planning, coordinating, and executing the summer rally. Mary planned more activities for the weekend than we could
ever have gotten completed but we tried our best. We had to cancel the parade through Sterling
and Rock Falls because of a pretty severe storm that rolled through. It didn't appear to be quite as
intense as had been predicted but it still left everyone scrambling to cover the bikes and secure
whatever was loose. Even without the parade there were plenty of things to do. We opted to have
an “auction” to distribute the door prizes this year instead of the typical “coupon in the bag” system. We have received numerous compliments on the good times that were had and how much

fun they had bidding on the gifts.
Probably the most important event of the rally occurred at the awards banquet. When Mr. Bruce
Beeman, our Region Director, was introduced and offered the podium for a few words, he asked if
he could make an announcement. Of course, you never tell the boss no so I said “by all means,
help yourself”. It was Bruce's privilege to announce the name of the individual that is going to replace Martha and I as your new District Director for 2013 and beyond. It is equally our privilege to
present that individual to all of you that didn't make the rally. We are honored to tell you Mary
Adams from Rock Falls, current Director of Chapter G, will be assuming the duties of District Director at the Winter Warmup in January at Decatur. Speaking of Winter Warmup.
See you there!

Illinois District Educators
Dan & Linda Sue Davis
Our Mission
To Save Lives Through Quality,
World Class Education.
Our Slogan
“Safety Is For Life”

Did you enjoy yourself at the District rally? Dan, Kris and I would like to thank everyone would stopped
by the Rider Education table, watched the Crash scene reenactment, took part in or watched the bike show,
and climbed up into the No Zone Truck.
If you have any ideas, within reason, of what you would like to see at next year’s summer rally send me an
e-mail.
We just completed the last Rider Course for the year. Chapter H-2 sponsored a Trike course in Kewanee.
It was attended by 18 people from Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin. We had great weather and everyone had a
Fun time.
Dan, Kris and I are already planning the riding courses for next year. As so as we have it finished we will
publish it so everyone needing a riding course will have time to plan for it.
Rider Education will be having a raffle prize at the Winter Warm-Up. It is a BBQ grill, half of the grill is
heated by charcoal and the other half is heated by LP gas and it has a side burner. So if you are in need of a
new BBQ grill for next season this could be a great way of getting one and also helping out your District
Rider Education Team.
Until next month ATGATT
Dan and Linda

Illinois District
MAD
Dan & Linda Davis
www.startseeingmotorcycles.org

Motorist Awareness Division
2012 Poker Ride

As in the past, the MAD Poker Ride provides the opportunity and excuse to mount up and ride.
This year the theme is Veteran Memorials. The poker ride ends on October 31, 2012. The poker
hands will be drawn at the November Chapter Meeting and sent to me by December 15th, with all
checks made payable to Illinois District Riders Ed from a chapter checking account. No cash
please.
Five (5) Veteran Memorials visited will be a poker hand. Each hand will be $5.00. There will be
awards given to the top three hands. After the December 15th cutoff date, each card in the deck
will be given a number value drawn at random. The total of these points will be given to the hand
and with the three highest totals to be declared the winners. The winners will be announced at the
2013 Winter Warm-Up. Pictures are required for the individual and chapter poker hand with
you and/or your group at the Memorial. (Your bike does not have to be in the picture.) Multiple
pictures can be on one sheet.
There will be a special award presented to the Chapter that visits the most
Veteran Memorials. To qualify for this award the Visit Sheet must be submitted, also these visits
must be in a chapter member’s poker hand.
The MAD Poker Run has been sent to all Chapter Directors and Chapter Educators. Please ask
them for the listing of the Veteran Memorials or you may
e-mail me. It has also been posted on the Illinois District website.
Be safe and have fun riding,
Dan and Linda Sue Davis
Illinois District Educators/MAD
armymsg97@yahoo.com

Illinois District
Medic First Aid
Mike & Jan Buzick

With the heat that we have had this summer and still are, there were a few articles written in different newsletters, concerning heat. Here is an article take from the T.O.U.C.H. (The Understanding of Children's
Hearts) organization, concerning heat and leaving children/infants in cars and what can happen in a short period of time. T.O.U.C.H. Is something Jan & I belong to because of our grand-daughter, Kennedy, she has a
Congenital Heart Defect as some of you know.
SUMMER HEAT DANGERS - Taken from Dr Teresa Riech's publication "PediatricPearls". Dr Riech is an
emergency room physician at OSF Saint Francis Medical Center, Children's Hospital of Illinois, in Peoria,
Illinois.

Warn parents against leaving children in hot vehicles this summer.
With hot summer day ahead, parents and caregivers need to take extra precautions to prevent leaving children
alone in cars. On average, 38 children die in hot cars each year from heat-related deaths after being trapped
inside motor vehicles. Even the best of parents or caregivers can overlook a sleeping baby in a car; and the
end result can be injury or even death. Below is a summary of the information KidsAndCars.org has been
gathering for over a decade.
•
•
•
•
•

Child vehicular heat stroke deaths for 2012 YTD as of 6-18-12: 4
Child vehicular heat stroke deaths for 2012: 33
Child vehicular heat stroke deaths for 2010: 40
Child vehicular heat stroke deaths from 1998-2011, at least 519
Average number of child vehicular heat stroke deaths per year since 1998: 38 (one every 9 days)

These statistics are provided by KidsAndCars.org, a national nonprofit child safety organization working to
prevent injuries and deaths of children in and around motor vehicles. Since the group began tracking data and
working on the issue in 1998, more that 500 children have died in these preventable tragedies.
A child's body temperature climbs three to five times faster than an adult's, especially in a hot car. In less
than 30 minutes, the temperature inside a car can increase 15 degrees. An infant can die in as little as 15 minutes even on a mild 75 degree day.
Unfortunately, even the most conscientious parents can overlook a sleeping baby in a car. "The biggest mistake people make is to think 'It wouldn't happen to me,"' Fennell said. "Memory experts point out that if
you've ever forgotten a pot left burning on a stove, you've seen how easy it is to have a dangerous memory
lapse.

Continued...

To prevent vehicular heat stroke deaths, KidsAndCars.org recommends learning the following safety tips.
You could also tape them to the dashboard.

Back seat - Put something in the back seat so you have to open the door when leaving the vehicle - cell
phone, employee badge, handbag, etc.

Every child should be correctly restrained in the back seat.
Stuffed animal - Move it from the car seat to the front seat to remind you when your baby is in the back
seat.

Ask you babysitter or child-care provider to call you within 10 of your child hasn't arrived on time.
Focus on driving - Avoid cell phone calls and texting while driving (This is good advice for many reasons!)

Every time you park your vehicle open the back door to make sure no one has been left behind.
KidsAndCars.org also urges security personnel, parking lot attendants and the public to watch for children
alone in a vehicle. Call 911 or the local emergency number immediately. If the child seems hot or sick, they
should get them out as quickly as possible.
Just some very important information to share will all, this is also good for frail, senior adults.
Have a wonderful month, enjoy the weather, have fun, and participate!!!!! We will write more later.

"Save a Life"
Mike & Jan

July 3-6th, 2013

Illinois District Treasurer
Jean & Walt Potwora

Summer Rally was really fun and informative. The Crash Scene Re-enactment was very enlightening. To watch and be told what and why each responder did what they did was very interesting.
I always thought that the police would be a first responder with first aid, and I was very wrong.
The staging for the “Crash Scene” was very realistic. The actors were very good, some even did a
great job doing nothing but laying there. I think that the Rider Educators of Illinois deserve a hand
for a job well done.
The pool party was a hot one, as there was no air conditioning in the pool area, but if you saw
some of the pictures, you will know that Dan & Martha Ribbing take their water guns very seriously. Too bad others didn’t get in the fun. The water in the pool was very refreshing, I am told.
Several members were seen enjoying the pool and hot tub.
Dinner at the Candlelight Inn was very good, and with the coupons, very cheap. There was plenty
to eat, lots of variety, and lots of talking among friends. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.
The people games seemed to be a big hit. I know some people won well over a million dollars,
and had a hard time deciding on what to bid on at the auction. I know someone spent over a million dollars on a set of motorcycle garden gnomes, and gave them as a gift to someone who wasn’t his wife. And to top that off, the receiver had the gnomes kidnapped. Hopefully one of these
days, the gnomes will be returned to the correct garden.
Unfortunately, the parade was cancelled due to the storm, but it is much better to be safe rather
than sorry. Some bike covers had to be located after the removed them. And I understand one
bike was blown over. (That’s a real bummer, no matter what brand of motorcycle it was.)
The individual Competition entrants were rather few, but I think the judges had a hard time selecting winners. I know of one chapter who entered for the first time, and won first place, I am sure
they will be ready to enter at the next convention.
Our dinner on Saturday evening was very good. It was catered by the hotel, and every one had
the opportunity to go back for seconds and thirds, and I did see many going back for additional
food. I saw several people taking several desserts that they said were for their table, but who
knew.
All in all, I think the Summer Rally was a great success, that people had a good time, some talked
with established friends , some made new friends, some sat at the puzzle table most of the event,
but all had a smile on their faces. Hope that next year’s rally is as much fun.

Illinois District
Membership Enhancement

Lynn Rasmussen
KNOWLEDGE
It is already September and all of us are planning the final rides for the season. As we are doing this I
would like all of you to think about why you joined GWRRA. Is it for the riding, friendships, safety programs or what? Usually in the Fall and Spring most Districts’ are having their Operations Meetings. What
does this mean? This is a time to do paperwork for officer changes and to ask questions. Anyone can attend this District meeting. It isn’t just for officers, it is for everyone. We don’t know what you need in
your chapter until you ask. If you need information it would be helpful if you give us a little notice so that
we bring what you need with us. As a new officer, it gives you the opportunity to ask those unanswered
questions that you might have. One of the things that we want to do is give everyone something to do during the non-riding months. That is where the knowledge comes into play for every member. There are a
number of seminars that can be presented to your chapter participants. There is a list of all the available
seminars within GWRRA from each program facilitator.
Here is a list of the seminars that will be available to you at the Region E Convention in Davenport, IA.
Rider Education – High Side of Scenarios, Night Riding, Dealing with the Elements
Leadership Training – Fun at a GW rally, Successful Leadership, New Members, Membership Benefits
Membership Enhancement – Couple of the Year, Chapter of the Year, Area Report List, Fun Activities
There will also be an opportunity for all District Team Members to get together with their program leaders
to discuss ideas, concerns and changes that could assist each District. Working together is not just at the
Region, District or Chapter, it is all of us working together to make a difference. We need your feedback to
know how to assist you. Communication is the first step to knowledge.
We are listening! What’s your solution?
Dan & Lynn Rasmussen
Region E Membership Enhancement

2012 — 2013
Region E
Couple of the Year

COUPLE OF THE YEAR RECOGNITION
ILLINOIS COUPLE OF THE YEAR 2012
MITCHELL AND SUSAN BENCE

IL-B2 – Ken & Debbie Collyer

IL-C IL-C2 – Dennis & Jean Bose
IL-D IL-D2 -Dwaine & Anita Worthey
IL-DK –
IL-E – Bill & Callie Morgan
IL-F IL-G – Duane & Barb Imel
IL-G2 IL-H2 IL-I - Loren Melinda Hiser

IL-L - Harland & Shirley Thillen
IL-N - Ralph & Linda Gallaher
IL-O - Roy & Cheryl Miller
IL-PI IL-Q – James & Helen Rusher
IL-R IL-S - Clearance & Judy Smith
IL-T IL-U IL-W IL-Y - Arthur & Geri Kryzaniak
IL-Z – Norm & Kathy Huber
IL-Z2 – Don & Danni Schwieger

INDIVIDUAL OF THE YEAR RECOGNITION
ILLINOIS INDIVIDUAL OF THE YEAR 2011
GARY DABNEY
IL-DK= Marion Clifton
IL-L—Richard Rapp
IL-N – Jill Vincent
IL– O—Rick Ess
IL-Q – Clay Bradish
IL-S—Ruth Skelton
IL-Y – Debbie Pfeiffer
IL-Z – Charlie Greene
IL-Z2 – Melanie Doyle

Greetings from your COY/IOY Coordinators
Steve and Diane Gottschalk.
We are asking that each of the 2012 Chapter Couple and Individual of the Year submit
an article about yourselves that we can feature in the District monthly newsletter. Up
to three articles will be featured monthly throughout the year. We hope everyone has
a chance to get to know all our outstanding people through these articles. Please forward your article by email to dianeg@mchsi.com,all articles need to be submitted by
May 30th. Thank you for all your cooperation. If there are any questions about your
articles contact Diane at 618-889-5778. We will also feature a picture of the couple or
individual with the article, please submit your article with a photo.

Dwaine and Anita Worthey
2012 Chapter D-2 Couple of the Year

We were selected as the 2012 Chapter D-2 Couple of the Year. The “surprise” announcement was made
at the Christmas Party in December 2011. We are charter members of Illinois Chapter D-2 and have
held many offices throughout the years. We are also “Life” members of GWRRA. We have been involved in many aspects of chapter life including attending seminars, rallies, rider education, socials,
monthly meetings, and especially travel. We are both willing to do whatever the Chapter needs to be successful and to make others feel welcome and included in activities.
We have been married 44 years and live in rural Louisville, Illinois. Our family consists of two married
sons, two daughter-in-laws, two grandsons and four granddaughters. They all live within seven miles of
our house, which means we are blessed in seeing them often and being able to attend many of their
school and sport activities.
We have been active members of GWRRA since 1990. Our journey into motorcycling began in the
spring of 1984 when we acquired our first 1100 Gold Wing. We helped establish the “Heartland Cruisers” in Effingham and that “club” later joined GWRRA to learn more about riding safely and to make
new friends. We have enjoyed many wonderful rides and rallies with the Gold Wing family. We have
had an opportunity to see so many beautiful places and share those memories with our many GWRRA
friends.

Greetings from southern Illinois,
In September 1986, GWRRA Chapters U, F, P, S, & Q hosted the 1st Southern Illinois Ride-in. Since then the Ridein has grown to become an event many plan on attending every year in the fall. We’ve had riders from Kentucky,
Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, Georgia, Louisiana, Alabama, and California attend our Ride-In.
This September 21, 22, & 23 will be the 27th Southern Illinois Ride-in. We offer guided scenic rides on Friday and
Saturday. Full meals include hot dogs & chili supper on Friday night, hot breakfast on Saturday morning and on Sunday we offer donuts & coffee. People games are played on both Friday and Saturday and the much loved trike/bike
games are saved for Saturday afternoon. Night games include dirty bingo on Friday and wingo on Saturday night.
Come join us for a very southern relaxed atmosphere.
This year we are offering a $200 CASH GIVEAWAY for PRE-REGISTERED guests ONLY so take advantage of
this using the Pre-Registration Form. It must be postmarked by September 10th to be eligible. We will also sell tickets for Two $100 CASH DRAWINGS to be held Saturday at 5PM (you do not need to be present to win these two
drawings.) The cost is just $10 per person for the entire weekend.
Camping is available on site and hotels are located within 3 miles.
The Southern Illinois Ride-in is open to all brands of bikes. Our goal is to promote riding, having fun, making new
friends, and enjoying the natural beauty of southern Illinois. Y’all come join us!

Steve & Diane Gottschalk
Southern Illinois Ride-In Directors

Around the State
Each Month you have a chance to place anything your chapter is doing into the newsletter and invite other
chapters to join you. This might be a fundraiser you are having, a dinner ride, or even your
chapter meeting. You can send in flyers, or simply an article. Send articles in from fundraisers you have already had and let us know how you did. This is your corner to put any info you would like out.
Now we know that you already have a newsletter that you put out each month and it may have the same info.
This is a chance to reach out to other members and maybe some potential member just surfing the net for
info on GWRRA in Illinois. Not all chapters have websites that are up and running.
Mark all articles IL. District Newsletter and send to:
hondagirl711@yahoo.com

Chapter G
still has the
Chapter Z
traveling trophy
in their possession!!
GO GET IT!!!
They meet the 2nd
Wednesday of the
month at the
Candlelight Inn
Rock Falls

