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HOT OFF THE SHELF — MARY ADAMS DISTRICT DIRECTOR

Well it is
supposed to be an early
spring and I can’t wait to
get back out there and
ride this year! I can’t
really see it right now with
the 6 inches of fresh
blowing snow in front of
my house, but hey we live
in Illinois, just wait the
weather will change! My
riding season was cut
short last year so I never
got to get out and enjoy
the fall leaves and the
beautiful fall
temperatures. I’m ready
to hop on the bike and be
the back seat rider again.
I would like to
announce an addition to
the District Team: Earl &
Pat Hobbs and joining us
as the Chicago-land Asst.
District Directors and Tom
& Pam Waller are joining
us as the Eastern Asst.
District Directors. Give
them a big thanks for

volunteering!! They are
fantastic asset to the
team and will continue to
serve the members to the
best of abilities.
From the looks of
the chapter calendars
there is no dust settling
among the members. This
is a great time for those
LTP, Rider Ed and MFA
courses, along with some
great company and food
of course.
Dash 4 Cash is
going along. Several
chapters are getting out
there joining other
chapter events and
having FUN! We were
working ON a simpler way
for me to keep things
updated and I think we
have come up with it. I
have caught up for the
most part, if you see I am
missing something please
let me know and we will
update it. Please be

patient, Gary and I both
work full time and it may
a couple of days to place
it on the website.
Everyone has been
wonderful in sending me
the pictures and the
information very quickly.
Don’t look at the website
and think “wow this
chapter is running away
with it we can’t even
come close”, it is a long
year and there is plenty of
time to add. Remember
the main thing is it’s
about

PARTICIAPTION!
PARTICIPATION!
PARICIPATION!
Ride Safe Mary
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Greetings!
Effective March 1, 2013, OCP (Officer Certification Program), will no longer be mandatory and attached is an explanation as
to why this decision was made. The change from mandatory to non-mandatory should not be construed as the diminished importance of OCP. It is quite the opposite as OCP continues to be a huge benefit to everyone who takes it.
It is my belief that our members want to be more informed and have a greater knowledge of our organization.
I can not over-emphasize the importance of OCP and sincerely hope that many of you share the same interest in learning more
about GWRRA. The more you learn, the better it gets and the better prepared you are to be a successful volunteer if that is your
desire.

Ride safe; be well and I look forward to seeing you throughout the year.
Sincerely,

Jere Goodman
Director of GWRRA
SEE PAGE #3 & 4 FOR FULL TEXT OF LETTER !!!!

MEETING LOCATION & TIME UPDATES
Chapter T- New Meeting Place

Chapter O - New Meeting Place

Chapter DK - New Meeting Date

Abe's Southside Cafe & Pub

Golden Corral

1st Friday of the Month

Located inside the Travel Lodge

3360 Green Mount Crossing

China House

Hotel

Shiloh, IL

1900 Sycamore Rd (Rt 23)

3751 South 6th St.

DeKalb, IL

Springfield, IL
Feb 2013

Feb 2013

Feb 2013

REGION “E” WEB SITES AND OTHER INFO
National: www.gwrra.org

Region E : gwrra-region-e.org

Illinois: www.gwrra-ildistrict.com

Wisconsin: www.gwrra-wi.org

Iowa: www.gwrra-iowa.com

Missouri: www.mogwrra.org

Minnesota : www.mngwrra.us

North Dakota : www.gwrra-nd.org

South Dakota District / Nebraska :
www.gwrrane.com

Insight Newsletter

By The Book

Region E Newsletter Link

http://mep.gwrra.org/
newsletter.html

http://ltp.gwrra.org/ByTheBook/
btb.pdf

http://www.gwrra-region-e.org/
NL01.pdf
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GWRRA DIRECTORS LETTER ABOUT OCP TRAINING
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Director of GWRRA
Jere D. Goodman
93 Stefaniga Farms Drive
Stafford, VA 22556-6609
Cell Phone: 540-623-0447
E-mail: Director@GWRRA.org
March 1, 2013
OCP-Officer Certification Update

Ben Franklin once said, “Investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”

When we introduced the Officer Certification Program (OCP), our intent was to provide a learning
environment in which knowledge was shared with our Operations Directors and Assistant Directors. That knowledge
gave those Officers a greater insight into GWRRA by facilitating a better understanding of our organizational
structure and the basic policies and procedures. We made it mandatory training because we felt that the information
was so critical to successful operations that we wanted to ensure that everyone in Director/Assistant positions
benefited from the same knowledge base. We even went a step further and offered OCP to everyone else interested in
learning more about the organization.

Initially, we experienced a considerable amount of pushback because the word, “mandatory,” did not sit well
with some of our membership. Unfortunately, we did lose some of those members. Some of our Officer’s took the
course reluctantly, but they did take it, and the feedback from those who have taken OCP has been very positive.
Many have said they benefited from learning something new and wished this course had been available years ago.
Actually, the information taught in OCP was not new - it was always available through our Officer’s Handbook.
However, the OCP classroom experience did focus on the fundamentals and enabled attendees to ask questions. It was
also a great opportunity for attendees to meet new friends and connect with one another.
What started out as 1½ day program has now evolved into a one-day course that is also available online for
those who are not in a position to travel - or the number of attendees is too small to schedule a class.
What is most disconcerting is that the OCP “mandate” resulted in a negative perception that many other
GWRRA offerings are also mandatory! It is my belief that the OCP mandate dissatisfaction served as a catalyst for
many inaccurate, negative perceptions. (Please see my March 2013 Wing World Magazine article about the “Anti-Fun
Perception.”)
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In addition, reluctant or forced attendance does not foster a positive learning environment, especially if you are
continually lamenting the fact that you are there! It is a known fact in education that those interested in selfimprovement and learning, benefit more because they come willingly to training.
Another possible perception brought on by the OCP “mandate” is that GWRRA fails to listen to the members. In
my February article on “The Stone that Sharpened the Sword,” I made the following statement: “You and your thoughts
do count!” These are not just words.
Words constitute feedback that can result in actions when appropriate and in the best interest of the membership. Some
may feel when a decision is made, never go back. This is an area we may have to agree to disagree. My philosophy is, if
it is wrong, correct it, regardless of how long it has been in place. Just because we always did something a certain way,
does not necessarily make it right for today. OCP as a one day course and on-line course are examples of listening to the
membership.
As such, effective March 1, 2013, OCP will no longer be mandatory for anyone.
However, OCP is not going away! It will still be offered and promoted to the fullest. I strongly recommend that
all volunteers take the course, especially if you plan to serve as a Director/Assistant at a Chapter level or higher. In fact,
OCP completion will be a factor we consider when multiple candidates are interested in the same position.

Let’s look at some additional benefits to taking OCP… Simply put, a better understanding of the organization
will give you a better experience. It will also help you be more successful as a volunteer. As a Director/Assistant, it will
also make you GWRRA-knowledgeable and a “go-to person.”

To all of the Officers, and the many members/volunteers who chose to attend OCP, I applaud your desire to
learn more about our great organization! To all the dedicated trainers who continue to impart knowledge through OCP,
thank you, your efforts contribute significantly to GWRRA and bring about better experiences for all of our members!

GWRRA offers a buffet selection of fun events, rides, and learning and each of us makes choices as to what
pleases our palette. OCP is now part of the buffet for everyone and I sincerely hope that you will recognize the value and
will sign up to take the course – in person or online!

Ride safe and be well.
Sincerely,
Jere D. Goodman
Director of GWRRA
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GWRRA I LLINOIS D ISTRICT E DUCATORS - DAN & LINDA SUE DAVIS

CHANGES ARE COMING TO LEVELS PROGRAM !!!
Can you believe
it, March is already here
and it seems like I just
finished taking down the
Christmas tree.
A few changes
are taking place within
the Rider Education
world. The eleventh
edition of the Rider
Education Handbook is
now on the streets. One
major change affects
everyone advancing to
level three and four in the
levels program. Now
everyone advancing to
level three or four must
attend a Motor
Awareness Seminar, this
is a onetime requirement.
Insure that you sign in on
the class roster and that
the class roster is
forwarded to the District
GWRRA WEB

Rider Educator.
With this new
change it is even more
important that ALL
Seminar presenters
forward all class rosters
to me. Without these
rosters I cannot update
the Rider Education Data
Base.
Another area that
needs to be expanded on
is the recertification of
Rider Coach Instructors
and Seminar Presenters.
It is the individual’s
responsibility to initiate
the proper paperwork,
either the N-13 or N-15
depending on type of
renewal requesting.
Once the form has been
filled out it will be
forwarded to the District
Educator for approval.

The Trike course
at Vandalia, Illinois has
Our Mission
filled to the point that I
To Save Lives Through Quality,
have had to schedule a
World Class Education.
second class. The first
class will start on Friday
Our Slogan
night and have a
“Safety Is For Life
Saturday morning range.
The second class will
start on Saturday
morning with a Saturday
afternoon range. Chapter
Q will be offering a Road
Captain Course at this
year Trike Course, it will
If you are
start on Saturday
interested in
afternoon. If you are
attending the
interested in attending
Road Captains
the Road Captains
Course please
Course please contact
contact Steve
Steve Brungard, Chapter
Brungard,
Q Chapter Educator.
Chapter Q
ATGATT, Dan and Linda
Chapter
Sue
Educator.

GOING TO WING DING? Got a few hours to meet some friends????

Sites of Interest

Region E is in
GWRRA National
www.gwrra.org
REGION E
www.gwrra-region-e.org
Illinois District
gwrra-ildistrict.com

charge of staffing the
Goodie Booth at Wing
Ding. Illinois has been
assigned to Wednesday.
So if you have a little time
and want to have some fun
sign up. If you can’t make it
Wednesday they may need
some help on other days
as well. So you ask “How

do I sign up?” Easy go to
the region E web site.

www.gwrra-region-e.org

folks and maybe start a
friendship that may end up
lasting a life time.

once there click on the “Work
at the products booth in Wing
Ding 35” Link, it will take you
to the sign up sheet. So
participate, participate,
participate and enjoy the
Region E family. If you are new
to the organization, this is a
great way to meet some new
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GWRRA IL D ISTRICT T RAINERS - S TEVE & S ANDY S CHLAGER

Why would I want to go to a seminar? Hmm….
Henry Ford said: “Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty
or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays young. The greatest thing in life
is to keep your mind young.” GWRRA offers many options for learning. Leadership training is one
of them. The LTP curriculum reflects training that focuses on leadership skills while understanding
that knowledge is an enabler of those skills. Though some of the training deals specifically with skills
needed in a GWRRA leadership position, other training deals with Life Skills and Member
Orientation topics that will enhance the member’s life both within and
outside of GWRRA. In general, our training is designed to reach visual,
verbal, and kinetic learners; our goal is “something for everyone”. It is the
intent of the LTP to deliver training in a professional manner and to make
certain that training is a fun learning experience for all participants.
.” If you are interested in attending a Leadership Training seminar, please
contact me via email ay KB9ADV@gmail.com or call 618-985-6687.

Henry Ford said:
“Anyone who
stops learning is
old, whether at
twenty or eighty.
Anyone who
keeps learning

Sandy Schlager, Illinois District Trainer

stays young. The
greatest thing in

Rider Ed Raffle ~ Grill Winner !!!!!

life is to keep your
mind young”

As you remember the rider Education program ran a raffle to raise
some money for the program. During winter Warm up the winner
was announced. It was Dennis Murphy
from Chapter Z-2. Well here is a picture
of the proud winner with his grill that was
delivered. We would like to thank all who
purchased tickets to help support the
cause of rider education within our
organization. The money will be put to good
use training, teaching, educating, and
saving lives .
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I am please to announce two new couples to the Illinois District Team.
Please help me welcome Earl & Pat Hobbs and Tom & Pam Waller as our new Illinois Asst. District Directors. I feel
they are terrific asset for our team and will continue the motivation for FUN this team has.
Going Forward:
Earl & Pat will be the Chicago-land ADD and will the following chapters:
G2, Z2, B2, Y, C
Jack & Hazel will be the Western ADD and will have the following chapters:
N, H2, Z, T
Pam & Tom will be the Eastern ADD and will have the following chapters:
P1, I, D2, S,
Steve and Diane will be the Southern ADD and will have the following chapters:
E, O, F, U, Q
News Update on the Gnome (Norman & Naomi)
The gnomes are from IL Summer rally that we had here in Rock Falls last summer(2012), they were raffle prizes, at the end
of the rally and they were kidnaped (by Mitchell & Susan) and have been traveling with other people all year. Their names are
Norman & Naomi gnome. They even have their own web site.
People in the picture are Mitchell & Susan Bence from IL. and Dennis and Debbie Juncker from Indiana. Dennis & Debbie took the
gnomes from us at our winter warm-up in Decatur and took them to the Indiana rally and they were kidnaped from there. Don't
know who has them now, but, this was also posted. Stayed tune for more info.
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IL D ISTRICT

CHAPTER

G2— WRENCHING

Illinois Chapter G2 is
planning on having a
wrenching day in April, so
if you got some work to do
read on
We will have a wrenching
day next month if there is
adequate demand.
So please reply to me if
you are interested in
attending and let me
know in what role as
defined below.
1. Have work to do on my
bike-indicate the work
you would like to do so
we can have the right
instructors present
2. Would like to observe
to learn how to work on
my bike
3. Would like to instruct.
Types of work that can be
done on such a day would
be:
Oil changes
Brake and clutch fluid

DAY INTERST

replacement
Brake pad replacement
and caliper service
Coolant replacement
Air filter replacement
Cruise control adjustment
Front wheel removal
More major work can be
done if we know what
you want to do
beforehand.
After I receive the
response I will find a day
that is good for all who
wish to attend.
Please respond by
Wednesday of this week.

?????
Fender extensions
Fog lights
Craig's trailer hitch
New Windshields
handgrips
Led add ons
Trunk organizers
Trunk lights
Brake light modulators
Head light modulators
etc.
-- Ellary Kahan
Thank you.
They located in Gurnee
please contact them

Chapter Directors
In addition to service,
Ellary & Holly Kahan
installation of accessories ellary@comcast.net
can also be done on
wrenching day.

2013 Couple of
the Year
Chapter Q- James
and Helen Rusher
Individual of the

Back rests
chrome parts
GPS, mounts, etc
Wind deflectors (baker
built type)
Floor boards

Year
Chapter SRuth Skelton.

ILLINOIS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR—2013

Helen and I would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks and gratitude to our
GWRRA Region “E” judging staff for selecting us as Illinois District Couple of the Year for 2013.
What a privilege for us and responsibility from us to you as Illinois District Couple of the year
representatives. We will do our best in this capacity to correctly represent the GWRRA, and the Illinois District COY.
Additionally, we would like to express our humble appreciation and gratitude to our own
Illinois Chapter “Q” members who allowed Helen and I to be selected as Chapter “Q” COY for 2012.
Without their support we would not have been a candidate for District
Couple of the Year.
Helen and I would like to convey our heart-felt gratitude and
appreciation to our wonderful Chapter “Q” friends and the Region "E"
judges and officials for their confidence in us.
Illinois District Couple of the Year,
Jim and Helen Rusher
GWRRA—Illinois District http://gwrra-ildistrict.com ~ FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY & KNOWLEDGE
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I LLINOIS D ISTRICT

ANNOUNCES

2013 COY / IOY
Congratulations to all Participants

Be sure to get you chapter couple selection process started and keep us informed so we can
recognize the folks here/

GWRRA Proclamation

GWRRA Proclamation

ILLINOIS

ILLINOIS

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 2013

INDIVIDUAL OF THE YEAR
2013

Chapter Q- James and Helen Rusher

Chapter S-Ruth Skelton

Illinois ~ Chapter Couple / Individual of The Year Recognition for 2013
Chpt

Couple of Year

Individual of Year

Chpt

B-2

N

C

O

C-2

PI

D

Q

D-2

David and Danielle Webster

Couple of Year

Individual of Year

Randy and Lonette Thiele

Jannet Lane

Larry and Kathy Howell

Ron Jones

R

DK

S

E

T

F

U

G

V

G2

W

H2

Y

I

Z

L

Z2

These will be updated as new couples are recognized
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A SSISTANT I LLINOIS D ISTRICT D IRECTORS —S TEVEN & D IANE G OTTSCHALK

NEWS FROM THE SOUTH
The GWRRA IL
District mission is to
provide members a
quality motorcycling
experience of friends,
fun, safety, and
knowledge.
We understand
each Chapter in Illinois
is unique; they reflect
their specific region of
the state and the
attitudes of its members.
It can be a difficult
balance to bring
motorcycle riders into a
social setting; but those
Chapters that flourish
create a unique member
experience in which
members can both ride
and socialize.
Many IL District
Chapters now have a

website, electronic
newsletter, and e-mail
capability to
communicate with
members. Facebook
accounts also allow
members the
opportunity to
communicate with
others daily. These
electronic media help
our association expand
friendships as well as
promote riding and
training opportunities.
IL District Team
is always looking for
ways to communicate
with you, our members.
Our newsletter and
website are fundamental
tools that allow us to get
information to you in a
timely manner. It is our
way of connecting and

NEW PARTICIPATION

interacting with you to
present our programs
and services. We also
have our e-mail
addresses listed on the
website so you have
ability to contact us
directly.

Steven and Diane Gottschalk
Assistant Director, IL
District
COY/IOY Coordinators, IL
District

We ask each of
you to participate in
Chapter events, make
some friends, get
educated, and ride your
motorcycle. If you do
all of these you will
have FUN!

“ IL District
Team is always
looking for
ways to
communicate
with you, our

Steve & Diane

members ”

PROGRAM ANNOUNCED FOR ILLINOIS

This is a participation program to get Chapters to visit other Chapter’s Events and promote fun and
fellowship throughout Illinois. We are hoping many chapters will participate in this fun and easy program. Plus you
can win some money for your chapter. Check out the flyer on page #8 of this newsletter for full details and rules
which are few.
It will run January 1st - December 31, 2013.
It is made to take into consideration those that still participate but cannot ride. The goal is to get more out
visiting the other chapters and chapter events. There is no limit as to how many other chapter meetings or
gatherings they can attend. Even if they only attend their neighbors they will help boost that
neighbors attendance, 50/50 and door prizes. The winner will be announced at the 2014
Winter Warm Up.
PRIZES:
The 1st prize is $250, 2nd prize - Chapter Charter fee paid, 3rd prize - 2 paid registrations
to 2014 Summer rally to use as they wish
GWRRA—Illinois District http://gwrra-ildistrict.com ~ FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY & KNOWLEDGE
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D ASH

FOR

C ASH D ETAILS /

RULES

- L ETS H AVE S OME F UN

GWRRA Illinois District
2013 DASH 4 CASH Rules & Definitions
Rules
Must have at least 4 card-carrying GWRRA members attend an event to qualify for the program.
Each participating chapter must attend at least one chapter event & one chapter meeting to qualify
for the program.
The District Director is not eligible to be counted in a chapter’s 4 card -carrying members. The rest
of the district team are eligible to be counted and are expected to participate in the program to
the fullest extent possible.
Points
Attend a Chapter Gathering/Meeting – Not your own.
1
Attend a Chapter’s Event or Ride –Not your own
2
Attend the Illinois Summer Convention
5
Attend a District Event other than the Convention
5
Attend another District’s Convention or Event within the Region
3
Attend another District’s Convention or Event outside the Region
3
Attend Wing Ding
3
Participate in a Rider Ed Seminar
2
Participate in a LTP Seminar
2
Participate in Chapter of the Year Seminar
2

Bonus Points
Select a Chapter Couple of the Year
3
Provide assistance at the Illinois District Rally (minimum of 4 members)
10
Be the Chapter with the most members attending the District Rally
2
Appoint a Membership Enhancement Coordinator
2
Submit paperwork for chapter of the year
10
Definitions
Chapter Meeting/Gathering is defined as a regularly scheduled monthly meeting as published in the
chapter newsletter or website.
Chapter Event is defined as a special get -together open to all chapters and advertised in the
chapter newsletter, website or chapter calendar.
Chapter assisting with the Illinois District rally is defined as chapter signing up for and carrying out
an approved task as assigned by District Director.
Disclaimers & Legal Stuff
All entries shall be submitted as a complete package and emailed to the District Director
Hondagirl711@yahoo.com and shall have “Chapter ? Dash 4 Cash” in the subject line.
Complete package is defined as a photo showing all 4 ( or more) visiting chapter members and
the GWRRA operations Officer of the host chapter, listing all names as seen from left to right
and including name of event, date and time of event sent shortly after each event.
An acknowledgement will go out to sender once the submitted is received. If you do not receive an
acknowledgement contact the district director.
Any and all disputes, ties and discrepancies will be decided by the Illinois District Director.
The District director reserved the sole right to suspend or discontinue the program for any reason
at any time.
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P ARTICIPATION CAN BE VOLUNTEERING
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MEET THE ILLINOIS DISTRICT TEAM FOR 2013
Illinois District Director

ADD District Director—Chicago-Land

ADD District Director—Eastern

Mary Adams

Earl & Pat Hobbs

Tom & Pam Waller

30609 E Woodside Dr.

4579 Lincoln Ave

110 North St

Rock Falls, IL. 61071

Rolling Meadows, IL 60008

Paris Il 61944

1-815-625-6763 or 815-535-8349

earlrh@yahoo.com

1-217-822-6984

Email: hondagirl@yahoo.com

1-847-826-4107

twaller68@yahoo.com

Asst. District Director—Western

Asst. District Director—Southern

Educator

Illinois Ambassador Program

Steve & Diane Gottschalk

Dan and Linda Davis

Jack & Hazel Burton

PO Box 83 Cambria, IL 62915

622 E Franklin, Lanark, Il 61046

3315 Foxrun, E Quincy, IL 62301

1-618-889-5778

1-815-493-2265

Email: jburton3315@comcast.net

Email: s.gottschalk@mchsi.com

Email: armymsg97@yahoo.com

Patches

Sponsor Coordinator

Leadership Trainers

Chet & Billie Stephens

Sandy & Steve Schlager

1505 90th Ave

1017 Meadowlark Dr.

Berwick, IL 61417

Carterville, IL 62918

1-309-297-0960

1-618-985-6687

chetscyclecare@hotmail.com

Email: KB9ADV@gmail.com

MAD Coordinator

MFA Coordinator

Photographer

Dan and Linda Davis

Mike & Jan Buzick

Jean & Walter Potwora

622 E Franklin, Lanark, Il 61046

112 Sunset Blvd. North Pekin, IL 61554

160 Redbud, Wood River IL 62095

1-815-493-2265

1-309-382-1459

1-618-259-2358

Email: armymsg97@yahoo.com

Email: smbuzick@comcast.net

Email: gwsnowbaby@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

District Treasurer

Webmaster

Dennis & Jean Bose

Sue Allhands

Gary Dabney

1074 W Park Rd

218 W Locust

2704 Sunset Ct.

Freeport, Il 61032

Watseka, IL 60970

Fowler, IL 62338

815-235-4340

815-432-3071

g_dabney55@yahoo.com

Email: gwrrailc2@gmail.com

jallhands@sbcglobal.net

Lorie & Ron Heffelfinger
1473 Lamson Dr. Winnebago, IL 61088
1-815-335-2151
Email: lorieron@aol.com
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