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I can hardly believe this year is
flying by so fast. I read every newsletter I
receive and I can't believe the stories and
memories being made by each of the
GWRRA members of Illinois. We had a lot
of Chapter Rides and many, many MAD
opportunities this month. Hopefully you
were able to reach out the communities
and show them we are out there and we
are "safe" riders. The kind of "biker" you
want to be around.
I would like to apologize to anyone who hasn't heard from me
in a timely fashion over the last month. It has been a tough month
for me personally. A few health issues and the death of my cousin, it
really took a lot of my time and energy. So if you haven't heard from
me lately give me a call or send me an email and I will get right back
to you! Now with all these issues behind lets get ready for a rally!
We have a 2 1/2 day event planned just for you the members!
Can I promise it won't be hot? It is always hot in July! Sunshine is
good for the soul. Free Food, Ice Cream, Pie, Rides, Vendors, Trolley
Car ride uptown, Discounts at some of the stores uptown, Our 1st
class Hospitality Room, Road Captains Course, Seminars, Balloon
Release, Flag Parade, On Bike Games, Chapter Competitions, 50/50,
Raffles, People Games, Match Box Car Races, Chapter Challenges,
More Rides, Dinner & a Show, and of course our District Bike Show!
Opening Ceremony on Thursday Night could make 4 people happy
when I draw their name out for the pre-registration give away!

Have you made your reservations yet? We have a campground
only a mile from town. If you are interested in camping please contact me. What else can I say
but come to Pontiac and enjoy the weekend!

Mary Adams Illinois Sr. District Director

Every member counts!
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GWRRA I LLINOIS D ISTRICT E DUCATORS - DAN & LINDA SUE DAVIS

The district has completed another season of rider courses. All were
completed without any injuries or damage to motorcycles or trikes.
Several new faces appeared this year that I had not seen before, that
was a great pleasure to see new faces.
Thank you to Chapter G and U for all the support helping mark the
ranges. Without their help Rider Education would not have been ready for
students.
We have a great bike show planned for the summer rally. The more
bikes/trikes entered the more fun we will have.

Our Mission
To Save Lives Through Quality,
World Class Education.

Our Slogan
“Safety Is For Life

Chapter Educators, continue to speak about the levels program. It is the
easiest way for a member to become involved with riding safety.
As always remember ATGATT

Dan and Linda Sue

M OTORCYCLE A WARENESS S EASON !!!!!!!

During the winter months we are missing one type of vehicle from our roadways and that is the
motorcycle. Without them out there on a daily basis it is very easy for the motorists to get accustomed to
their absence and not look for them. With May being Motorcycle Awareness Month, now is the time to
remind yourself there are other vehicles besides cars and semi's to look out for.
There are very simple things to remind yourself of while driving. Make sure you look twice when making a
left turn or entering an intersection. Everything about a motorcycle is smaller than a car which makes it
more challenging for the motorist to detect. Obviously the motorcycle itself is smaller, but the tail lights
and brake lights are smaller and aren't as visible as a car.
When you are following a motorcycle give yourself some extra space between you and the motorcycle. A
motorcycle is able to stop much quicker than a car and you don't want to rear end them. Look twice
when turning left across traffic. You may miss seeing them the first time. While on the highway and you
see a group of motorcycles, don't join them in their group. Either go around all of them or keep a safe
distance back. It's more difficult to judge a motorcyclist's speed, so again allow more distance between
you and the motorcycle.
Someone once asked me why motorcycles ride so close to the centerline of the road. The simple answer
is to help you. The purpose is to stay out of your blind spot while we are following a car or another vehicle and stay in your side mirror and out of your blind spot.
This letter is simply to remind drivers that we all share the road, whether we drive semi's, trucks, cars, or
motorcycles. So please look twice and share the road. Let's set our goals to have an accident free year.
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GWRRA I LLINOIS D ISTRICT MAD

COORDINATOR

L ARRIE & K IMI W IGGAND

As we have just finished up the month of May and are looking at the
summer riding season, I wanted to go over what happened in May. May was
motorcycle awareness month and we participated in quite a few events to
make that happen. To start with, in cooperation with IDOT, GWRRA and
A.B.A.T.E. participate in a news conference every year to announce this
month and what that means. Normally there are three separate news
conferences, one in Springfield, one in the Chicago area and one in the
Carbondale area. Because of the budget constraints, there was only one in
Springfield this year. Also, we normally have it on the first Wednesday of May,
but because the city of Springfield wanted to do some kind of Lincoln
commemoration, they moved the conference to Tuesday. So because of
this and it being so last minute, it did diminish the attendance for the
event. We did have six bikes there for the event, as well as myself, Jean
and Walter Potwara and Mitchell Bence to represent GWRRA there. Our
own Governor Rauner did make an appearance at the news conference,
arriving on his own Harley. He then presented the A.B.A.T.E. representative
and myself with a proclamation announcing the event. There were quite a
few news reporters there attending the event and Governor Rauner did
address them. Unfortunately their concern had more to do with the budget
situation than it did about motorcycles!

District MAD Coordinator
MFA/CPR Instructor
Larrie & Kimi Wiggand

What can we do?
Quite simply, we
need to make
ourselves be seen by
other motorists.
They don’t always

Along with the news conference, many chapters did participate in
make the effort to
another annual event and that is the windshield washing at the rest stops.
“SEE” us, but we
Chapter “O” started the month on May 1 with 19 volunteers participating.
need to make the
There were 153 vehicles that came through and there were 76 windshields
effort to be seen!
that were washed. So all in all a successful event. Due to the budget
constraints, they were forced to move because the one they normally do
was closed. This one turned out to be a good one, as seen by the results.
Then on May 6th, I travelled to Effingham to participate with Chapter “S”
from Olney for their event. There was six of us and we did about 50 windshields. Not bad for a Friday
morning! Chapter “U” had their windshield wash on May 21 and had 8 volunteers. Chapters “E”, “Q” and
“Z” also had windshield washes. Great job guys and keep up the good work. As I have been saying all
along, this isn’t a one or two person position, we all have to do our part to make it successful and even if
the month of May is over, make everyone aware of motorcycles doesn’t stop there. This should be our full
time endeavor, we need to continually educate the motoring public as much as we possibly can. Of
course along with that, it is very important that we do our jobs also. What can we do? Quite simply, we
need to make ourselves be seen by other motorists. They don’t always make the effort to “SEE” us, but
we need to make the effort to be seen! Just be aware of that whenever you out riding, that you need to be
doubly careful, for you and for them, in order that no one has any issues.
(continued Next page)
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(MAD ARTICLE CONTINUED)

There is a saying in Illinois, “You may be right, just don’t be dead right!” So what
that is saying is, just because you have the right of way, but that doesn’t always
mean everyone will give it to you. They barely do in a car at times, much less on
a bike.
As spring seems to be melting away finally to summer, there are going to be
a lot more motorcycles out there riding around. We will ourselves be joining them and we want that to be
an enjoyable experience. As you travel to the many sites for our MAD poker fun run, please travel safely
and be very aware out there, not only for other vehicles but for the severe weather that may come up. As
we know during the summer months, extreme weather can pop up just about anywhere and sometimes
without warning. Always check the weather forecast, especially if you are travelling any kind of distance.
The last thing you want to deal with is something that you may not be able to deal with, whether it is a
severe storm, tornado, hail or heavy downpours. Do you have your raingear on your bike and is it easily
accessible? You may not have a lot of time to get it on if a storm pops up. Just some of the things to be
prepared while you are out riding.
I also wanted to inform everyone of what has been relayed to me concerning two of our sites for the
MAD poker fun run. It seems because of the budget constraints, they are some issues with a few of the
sites being closed due to lack of funds. Carlene Kohlenberger informed me that that the rest area where
the King Neptune memorial is located is closed and may not reopen until there is a budget. So just be
aware of that. Also, Barbara Sharp informed that the Black Hawk statue in Oregon is still covered up for
repairs, and I am sure that is the same issue. Just wanted to let everyone know about those and if there
are any others that you might encounter, please let me know so that we can let everyone else know.
So enjoy the coming riding season and as we look forward to the Region “E” rally at the end of June
and our own district summer rally in July, please ride safely and be aware. Hope to see you soon!
Larrie & Kimi Wiggand

Illinois District MAD Coordinators
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GWRRA I LLINOIS D ISTRICT MEP C OORDINATORS - C HARLES & N ANCY M ALLETT

Nancy & Charles Mallett
GWRRA IL District MEP Coordinators

ildistmec@gmail.com

Charles & Nancy Mallett
Membership Enhancement
Program Coordinators
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GWRRA I LLINOIS D ISTRICT MEP C OORDINATORS - C HARLES & N ANCY M ALLETT
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A SSISTANT I LLINOIS D ISTRICT D IRECTORS —S TEVEN & D IANE G OTTSCHALK
Greetings from Southern Illinois:
Diane and I are very fond of the friendships we have made since joining
GWRRA. Our friends from Region H, Steve and Billie Fleming, wrote a nice
article titled “Friend Basket” which will make you think about your many
friends. Please enjoy the article.
If we make sure our friend basket has flexible sides, we can always find
room to add new friends and grow our chapters, build new relationships and
enrich our lives beyond measure. When we leave a Winger behind, we run the
risk of losing a good friend.

Steven and Diane Gottschalk
Assistant Director, IL District
MEC Coordinators, IL District

None of us has the promise of tomorrow because “life has an expiration
date.” We should take every opportunity to expand and enrich our relationships. This is a short life we
live and there is no time better than the present to add to that list of friends we hold so dear.
Through the years during our association with GWRRA we have made many friends in our great
organization. GWRRA has been a vehicle for us to add to our friend basket on a regular basis. The more
we become involved, the more friends we seem to make. How can you beat that? We’re having the time
of our life and hope everyone else is doing the same. If we are not friends yet it may be because we
haven’t met yet. None of us has to many friends so let’s all add to our friend basket, we have plenty of
room.
Remember our Motto “Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge
Ride safe and have FUN!

Steve & Diane, Assistant IL. District Directors

GWRRA I LLINOIS D ISTRICT S UMMER R ALLY C AMPING I NFO

Camping Information Below: For Illinois Summer Rally
Thersherman's Camping.
14975 E 2200 N Rd. Pontiac, IL.
Just north of Pontiac off Rt 23

5 miles from the Rec Center.

Privately Owned & Operated.

Water & Electricity, no sewer hook ups.

Bathrooms & Showers.

$20 per night per camper/site.

Contact: Mary Olds Adams.
For reservations.
MUST be paid by July 10th.
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I LLINOIS D ISTRICT

ANNOUNCES

2016 COY / IOY
Congratulations to all Participants

Be sure to get you chapter couple selection process started and keep us informed so we can
recognize the folks here. By Dave & Sandy Ginger COY/IOY District Coordinators

GWRRA Proclamation

ILLINOIS
COUPLE OF THE YEAR 2016

Brian & Debbie King

Illinois ~ Chapter Couple / Individual of The Year Recognition for 2016
Chpt

Couple of Year

Individual of Year

Chpt

B-2

N

C

NW

C-2

O

D-2

PI

DK

Q

E

Reid Hansen

T

Duane & Barb Imel

U
Daniel & Alvah Fryer

Jonnie L Mohr

I
L

James & Tonya Lampley Beggs

S

G2
H2

Individual of Year

R

Jerry & Kathleen Rondi

F
G

Couple of Year

Gene & Annette Shields

Laurie Richards

Y
Z

Bill& Gail Onken

Z2

Danni & Don Schwieger

Tony Lasher

These will be updated as new couples are recognized
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GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION

Mary Adams—ILL Sr. District Director

MEET THE ILLINOIS DISTRICT
TEAM FOR 2015

1600 Riverdale Rd. Lot 107
Rock Falls, Il 61071
815-535-8349
Email: hondagirl711@yahoo.com
F R I E N D S

F O R

F U N ,

S A F E T Y ,

&

K N O W L E D G E

Asst. District Director—Northern

ADD District Director—Chicago-Land

ADD District Director—Eastern

Gene & Annette Shields

Open—See Mary Adams if

Tom & Pam Waller

1332 Griggs Road Rockford, IL. 61108

interested

110 North St

1-815-761-5271

Paris Il 61944

Email: grsbiker2001@comcast.net

1-217-822-6984
Email: twaller68@yahoo.com

Asst. District Director—Central

Asst. District Director—Western

Asst. District Director—Southern

Tony & Donna Gaitros

Illinois Ambassador Program

Steve & Diane Gottschalk

Jack & Hazel Burton

PO Box 83 Cambria, IL 62915

3315 Foxrun, E Quincy, IL 62301

1-618-889-5778

Email: D.gaitros@mchsi.com

Email: jburton3315@comcast.net

Email: s.gottschalk@mchsi.com

Educator

50/50 Raffles

Patches

Dan and Linda Sue Davis

Lorie & Ron Heffelfinger

Martha Ribbing

622 E Franklin, Lanark, Il 61046

1473 Lamson Dr. Winnebago, IL 61088

6201 Old State Rd

1-815-493-2265

1-815-335-2151

Aviston, IL 62216

Email: armymsg97@yahoo.com

Email: lorieron@aol.com

Email: logos95@sbcglobal.net

District Photographers

District Membership Enhancement

COY/IND of Year Coordinators

Walter & Jean Potwora

Nancy & Charles Mallett

Dave & Sandy Ginger

160 Red Bud

502 Sir Galahad

16949 Hillside Drive

DeSoto, IL 62924

Monroe Center, IL 61052

618-867-2920

Email: dginger1975@yahoo.com

Email: ildistmec@gmail.com

Email: sandy_ginger2000@yahoo.com

523 Oakley Rd
Cerro Gorda, IL 61818
217-763-2471

Wood River, IL 62095
618-259-2358
Email: gwsnowbaby@gmail.com

815-751-6420

815-393-4629

Special Note *** Want to get more involved ? Ask to be part of one of the greatest volunteer organizations in the
country GWRRA and help make it even better as there is no ceiling on improvement.
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MEET THE ILLINOIS DISTRICT TEAM FOR 2015
MAD Coordinator

MFA Coordinator

Webmaster

Larrie & Kimi Wiggand

Mike & Jan Buzick

Roy & Cheryl Miller

209 Jackson St

112 Sunset Blvd. North Pekin, IL 61554

573 Franklin Ave.

New Athens, IL 62264

1-309-382-1459

Troy, IL. 62294

618-444-4121

Email: smbuzick@comcast.net

H - 618-667-7132

lglwiggand@gmail.com

rlm1123@charter.net

Newsletter Editor

District Treasurer

Leadership Training Program

Dennis & Jean Bose

Matt & Margie Shore

1074 W Park Rd

P.O. Box 116

Freeport, Il 61032

Woosung, IL

815-235-4340

815-284-2335

Email: gwrrailc2@gmail.com

m-mshore@hotmail.com

Position Currently Open—
See Mary for Details

REGION “E” WEB SITES AND OTHER INFO
National: www.gwrra.org

Region E : gwrra-region-e.org

Illinois: www.gwrra-ildistrict.com

Wisconsin: www.gwrra-wi.org

Iowa: www.gwrra-iowa.com

Missouri: www.mogwrra.org

Minnesota : www.mngwrra.us

North Dakota : www.gwrra-nd.org

South Dakota District / Nebraska :
www.gwrrane.com

Insight Newsletter

By The Book

Region E Newsletter Link

http://mep.gwrra.org/

http://ltp.gwrra.org/ByTheBook/

http://www.gwrra-region-e.org/

PARTICIPATION

PROGRAM TO RUN AGAIN IN 2016 IN ILLINOIS

This is a participation program to get Chapters to visit other Chapter’s Events and promote fun and
fellowship throughout Illinois. We are hoping many chapters will participate in this fun and easy program. Plus you
can win some money for your chapter. Check out the District Web Site for full details and rules which are few. It will
run January 1st - December 31, 2016.
It is made to take into consideration those that still participate but cannot ride. The goal is to get more out
visiting the other chapters and chapter events. There is no limit as to how many other chapter meetings or
gatherings they can attend. Even if they only attend their neighbors they will help boost that
neighbors attendance, 50/50 and door prizes. The winner will be announced at the 2017
Winter Warm Up.
PRIZES: New prizes for this year
GWRRA—Illinois District http://gwrra-ildistrict.com ~ FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY & KNOWLEDGE

